
Queen Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee August 2022

What a great celebration we had 
with the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee; 
the first time in history that we 
have been able to celebrate such 
an event with a British monarch!   
On the Thursday evening, of the 
Platinum weekend, St Mary’s church 
roof had a beacon lit at the same 
time as hundreds of other locations, 
including the capital city of every 
Commonwealth Nation.  It was so 
good to celebrate this 70-year Jubilee 
of exemplary leadership of courage, 
steadfastness, integrity and service 
offered to us by the Queen during her 
reign. 

We can look back, to over 70 years 
ago, when Princess Elizabeth, soon to 
be Queen, expressed her commitment 
to a reign of service, set out in the 
following words:

"I declare before you all that my whole 
life whether it be long or short shall be 
devoted to your service... But I shall not 
have strength to carry out this resolution 
alone unless you join in it with me, as I 
now invite you to do: I know that your 
support will be unfailingly given. God 
help me to make good my vow, and God 
bless all of you who are willing to share 
in it."

There are two or three highlights, 
well worth noticing, in this powerful 
statement of intent.  Firstly, the queen 
understands her reign to be about 
service, where she is a representative 
of the people of this land; she clearly 
has a sense that all of us have a 
vocation or call to serve one another.  
Secondly, the life of service, indeed 

the life of faith, is not something we 
do by ourselves; it is something that 
we do as community, supporting 
and encouraging one another.  And 
thirdly, she recognises that to live up 
to her vow, or for any of us to live up 
to be the best human beings we can 
be, we need the grace and strength of 
God to support us. 

The Queen’s reign, over the last 70 
years, has shown time and time again 
the following three themes: service, 
community, seeking God’s grace 
and strength.   Here is a selection of 
quotes from her annual Christmas 
message:

2000: ‘To many of us our beliefs 
are of fundamental importance.  For 
me the teachings of Christ and my 
own personal accountability before 
God provide a framework in which 
I try to lead my life.  I, like so many 
of you, have drawn great comfort in 
difficult times from Christ’s words 
and example.’

2013: ‘For Christians, as for all 
people of faith, reflection, meditation 
and prayer help us to renew ourselves 
in God’s love, as we strive daily to 
become better people.  The Christmas 
message shows us that this love is for 
everyone. There is no one beyond its 
reach.’

2014: ‘For me, the life of Jesus 
Christ, the Prince of Peace, whose 
birth we celebrate today, is an 
inspiration and an anchor in my 
life.   A role model of reconciliation 
and forgiveness; he stretched out his 
hands in love, acceptance and healing.  

Christ’s example has taught me to 
seek to respect and value all people, 
of whatever faith or none.’

2016: ‘Billions of people now follow 
Christ’s teaching and find in him the 
guiding light for their lives.  I am one 
of them because Christ’s example 
helps me see the value of doing small 
things with great love, whoever does 
them and whatever they themselves 
believe.’

Long may she reign over us!
God Bless, John

Rev'd John Whittaker
Team Rector

The Jubilee Beacon blazing atop  
St Mary's Church, Putney
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Sunday Services Other Services

Upcoming Events

Services & Contacts

The Church Mouse is here 
to make sure you never 
miss an important service, 
concert or picnic again! 

Simply sign up to our parish 
email list and the Church 
Mouse will drop you a line 
telling you all the things we 
have going on that week.

Sign up at either  
stmarys.parishofputney.com or  
allsaints.parishofputney.com

We also now have Twitter  
@stmarysputney &  
@allsaintsputney, or on 
Instagram @putneypilgrim

Come and follow!

The Church MouseClergy Office
Rev'd John Whittaker
Team Rector St Mary's Church 
john.whittaker@parishofputney.co.uk 
07906 759 326

Rev'd Dr Daniel Trott
Team Vicar All Saints' Church 
daniel.trott@parishofputney.co.uk 
020 8785 3951

Rev'd Jane Andrews
Pioneer Curate 
jane.andrews@parishofputney.co.uk 
07591 203 468

Canon Richard Truss
Hon. Associate Priest 
Contact via the Parish Office

Admin – St Mary's
Julie Craig 
julie.craig@parishofputney.co.uk 
0203 903 4732

Admin – All Saints'
Hannah Deasy 
hannah.deasy@parishofputney.co.uk 
020 8785 3951

Verger & Premises Manager, 
Bookings and Events Manager
Berni Griffiths 
bookings@parishofputney.co.uk 
07841 908 290

Weddings & Baptisms
Antonia Wainman 
weddings.baptisms@ 
parishofputney.co.uk 
020 3903 4734 (Tues & Thurs only)

Magazine Editor Miriam Boursiquot 
boursiqmiri@hotmail.com

St Mary's  10am Parish Eucharist
 6pm Caritas
All Saints'  8.30am Eucharist (Order Two)
 10.30am Parish Eucharist

St Mary's  Tue – Fri, 9.15am Morning Prayer
 Wednesday, 12.30pm Eucharist
All Saints'  Mon– Fri, 9.15am Morning Prayer

All Saints’ 
September
Sun 4th 
All Together Parish Eucharist 10.30am with 'Blessing 
of the Backpacks'

Sun 18th 
Choral Evensong, 6pm

Wed 21st 
Jane's Ordination at All Saints', 7.30pm

St Mary’s
September
Sun 4th 
All Age Parish Eucharist at 10am

St Mary’s cont'd
Sun 11th 
St Mary's Patronal Festival and blessing of backpacks. 
Bishop Tim will be preaching at 10am and 6pm.  After 
10am service there will be a BBQ and bouncy castle.  
After 6pm wine and refreshments in the Cromwell Room.

Sun 18th 
Mid Service Groups upstairs during 10am service; 
Archdeacon John Kiddle preaching and presiding at 6pm 
for the licensing of Rev'd Helena Whittaker

Sun 25th 
Rev'd Jane Andrews presiding at her first Eucharist at 
6pm
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ContentsSt Mary's Jubilee Extravaganza

The idea took shape 6 months 
before, with the founding of the 
Jubilee Committee, including SLT 
and Mrs Moss, Chair of FOSMS, 
who secured a generous grant from 
the council.  ‘We wanted to rebuild 
community spirit, after the isolation 
of lockdown, so we invited the elderly 
from the Platt Christian Centre and 
from St Mary’s congregation’, said 
Mrs Moss.

 As I arrived, it was jumping on all 
fronts; there was frenzied activity in 
the playground, as parents and Mrs 
Abraham transformed a bare expanse 
of tarmac into a riot of red, white and 
blue.  The street party vibe included 
long tables, masses of bunting, 
metallic balloons and a sound system.  
‘I can’t stop now’ said Mrs Abraham, 
as she walked past, resplendent in her 
QEI costume, dragging an extra table.  
But later, as the children feasted, 
she was able to relax a bit.  ‘It’s just 
wonderful how it’s all come together.  
The parents have been incredible.’

 The concert kicked off the jollities, 
with each year group singing an 
iconic song from each decade of the 
Queen’s reign.  Said Mrs Le Prevost, 
their Music Teacher, who selected the 
songs, ‘I wanted them all to add to 
the party atmosphere’.   For the final 
song, the whole school about-turned 
and faced the visitors who bobbed and 
smiled to the tune of ‘Street Party’.

The children’s costumes were a 
triumph; all individual expressions 
of who that child wanted to be for 
the day.  Ideas ranged from Egyptian 
pharaohs to the latest basketball kit 
in RW&B and all stops in between.  
The teachers excelled themselves 
too; Miss Payne, Head Teacher, was 
suitably regal as Alice’s Queen of 
Hearts and Miss Barham as Victoria 
Regina in mourning with all the 
trimmings.

 I managed to speak to Mr Lett, 
Assistant Head Teacher, in his 
regimentals, as the children rotated 
to different activities during lunch.  
‘It was a small committee of very 
motivated people and gradually it 
gathered momentum.  We are so 
grateful to all our colleagues and 
parents who supported this project.  
We hope to erect a commemorative 
flagpole in the playground in honour 
of the Queen.  If readers would like 
to make a donation, please go to the 
following link: https://wonderful.
org/fundraisers/689

Our MP, Fleur Anderson, dropped 
in and did 3 hip-hips for Her Majesty.  
A parent and ‘gazebo putter-upper’, 
Mr Lyons, use to work at the Palace.  
I asked him, ‘What would the Queen 
be doing if she was in the playground 
right here right now?’  ‘She loves 
children so she would be walking 
around, taking an interest, talking to 
them.  She has an amazing knack of 
making people feel comfortable’.

I sat for a moment wolfing some 
Victoria sponge made by the caterers 
and trying to decipher my notes.  A 
few children were hovering nearby, 
also wolfing.  ‘What’s the best bit 
about today?’  I asked Max, Year 2. Madeleine Neave

‘The face painting’.  Ottilie, after some 
shrugging and deep thought, came up 
with ‘Celebrating.’  Just about sums it 
up really.

Miss Payne, Mr Lett & Fleur Anderson MP hip-hipping
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Putney Parish Pilgrimage to Canterbury 2022

Earlier in the year, an Instagram 
post, by @putneypilgrim, suggested 
a parish pilgrimage.  I expressed an 
interest in joining the travellers.  
I’m so pleased that I did.

On Friday 29th April, the evening 
before our departure, four of us met 
at St Mary’s for food, drink and a 
blessing from Rev John Whittaker;

‘God be your companion on your 
walk, your guide at the crossroads, your 
breath in weariness, your protection 
in danger, your shade in the heat, your 
light in the darkness, your consolation in 
your discouragements and your strength 
in your intentions’

Early next morning, we, jolly 
pilgrims, set off to Shepherdswell, 
and soon arrived at the town’s 
beautiful village green and prayed in 
St Andrew’s Church;

‘My Lord God, I have no idea where 
I am going. I do not see the road ahead 
of me. I cannot know for certain where 
it will end….and I know that if I do this 
you will lead me by the right road though 
I may know nothing about it…I will not 
fear, for you are ever with me, and will 
never leave me to face my perils alone’ 
(Thomas Merton)

The spring sunshine shone through 
St Andrew’s stained-glass windows, 
as we began our walk.  We carried only 
what we needed, sunhats, walking 
boots going forwards. 

We paused at St Nicholas’ Church 
in Barfrestone and tucked into our 
packed lunches.  We shared a prayer;

‘May God bless the path on which we 
go; May God bless the earth beneath 
our feet; May God bless our destination; 
May the risen Christ give us his peace’

Saturday also entailed a visit to 
‘Majesty’ (England’s oldest oak tree).  
There, we saw dozens of lambs and 
birds of prey circling in the clear blue 
sky.

Our home for the evening, the 
church in Patrixbourne, was stunning.  
Angela, the church warden, had left 
bread, cereal, tea and coffee for our 
breakfast the next morning.  She 
invited us to her home for a delicious 
homemade meal.  We said evening 
prayer surrounded by lit candles 
and amazing stained-glass windows.  
Later, we said compline together;

‘The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet 
night and a perfect end’

Angela said that we might be 
visited by bats; but none appeared!

After breakfast on Sunday 
morning, we shared Morning Prayer;

‘O God, set your blessing on us as we 
begin this day together... We ask not for 
what we want, but for what you know we 
need, as we offer this day and ourselves 
for you and to you, through Jesus Christ, 
our Saviour. Amen.’

The day held many treats; a dip 

in a Holy Well near monastic ruins, 
a forest Eucharist, a restorative pub 
lunch and our arrival at St Martin’s, 
Canterbury.  Rev’d Mark Griffin gave 
us a warm welcome and a tour.  We 
then accompanied him to a Deanery 
Choral Evensong.  At 9pm, Rev’d 
Mark led a candlelit compline at St 
Paul’s church. 

On Monday, we walked to 
Canterbury Cathedral.  As part of 
‘carry only what you need’, Jono 
had his alb robes and performed 
a Eucharistic service for us in the 
Cathedral’s All Saints’ Chapel. 

After a tour of the Cathedral, we 
were ready for lunch and the return 
journey to Putney.

In conclusion, I, we, had a very 
special and memorable weekend.  
It strengthened friendships and 
brought new spiritual and reflective 
experiences.  It took me out of my 
comfort zone and encouraged me to 
keep wanting to learn, live and walk 
in faith.

Thank you to Jono, Jane and James 
for their company and inspiration.

Eve Bradshaw

A feast fit for a Queen Finale of the Jubilee Concert in the Hall
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Parish of Putney Listening Project

All Saints’ Primary School    

Rev'd Jane Andrews
Pioneer Curate

Pat Ashworth
All Saints' Chair of Governors

What do we know about how we, 
as a church, think and feel about 
our worship, our community, 
our encounter with God and our 
involvement in Putney life?   As a 
newcomer to the Parish of Putney, 
and someone who is learning about 
being a priest, I wanted to know.   
Earlier this year, with the support of 
our clergy and our church councils, I 
began a project to see if I could find 
out.   I’m not an expert in this stuff 
– I’m a Curate which is essentially 
a 3-year apprenticeship in church 
leadership – so I did my reading and 
spoke to more experienced people.  
Based on this research, I decided to 
attempt some qualitative, one-to-
one interviews with people in our 
churches.  

The project really took off at the 
first team meeting.  Eight insightful 
and willing churchgoers got involved 

Our vision and values are the core 
of everything that we do. They 
underpin our teaching and learning 
and provide an environment that 
prepares our pupils to leave All Saints’ 
as confident, happy citizens. 

• Our mission is to: Inspire and 
enable others through our Christian 
faith to flourish and be outstanding 
in all we do.

• Our core values are: Kindness, 
Respect, Resilience

All Saints’ is a small family like 
school, where children are happy and 
make excellent academic progress.   
Have a look at our website, www.
allsaintsputney.org.uk, where you 
can read the weekly newsletters, 
listing the wide range of activities 

and working together sparked ideas 
and energy that I would never have 
generated alone.  Together the nine 
of us conducted 27 interviews which 
we carefully recorded, shared and 
analysed.  We worked hard to speak 
to people from across the diversity 
of our churches – young and old, 
men and women, varied ethnicities, 
varied duration of participation, 
different congregations.  In parallel, I 
also spoke to children and teenagers 
from our churches.  Many post-it 
notes were expended in searching 
for shared themes, in what we had 
heard, whilst honouring the variety 
of experiences that our interviewees 
described.  The honesty and openness 
of the conversations enabled us to 
build up a snap-shot portrait of the 
role of church in our lives.

In early July, the project report will 
be discussed by the clergy and church 

our children take part in.  Residential 
school journeys have been a 
highlight, this term, for pupils in year 
4 at Hooke Court, year 5 at Sayers 
Croft and year 6 at Young Mariners 
in Barnes.  A fantastic Jubilee 
celebration took place, with dancing 
through the decades.  Each week, the 
core curriculum is enhanced through 
workshops and visits and Christian 
worship.

The governors work alongside the 
headteacher and the whole school 
to ensure that statutory procedures 
are carried out, that the school 
is a safe place to be and that the 
Christian ethos is maintained.  We 
have occasional vacancies, on the 
Board, so do get in touch if you feel 

councils that supported the research.  
It will tell them of a group of people 
who value community, a way of 
belonging, a space of sanctuary; 
a group of people who want to be 
invited to think about questions of 
belief, to discuss ways of reading 
the bible, sharing their own ideas; 
a group of people who hope to live 
their lives well and contribute to the 
flourishing of those who live in our 
area and beyond.  It is to be hoped 
that the generous contributions of 
interviewees and interviewers will 
inform the future direction of our 
church, just as it will inform my 
understanding of how to be a priest.

this is a contribution you can make.   
Governors meet formally, at least, 
once a term and contribute to the 
work of one of the three committees, 
Pupils, Resources and Leadership and 
Management.  You would be part of 
the school community, and so feel free 
to visit and join in with activities.   It is 
a responsibility, but also a joy to help 
maintain this wonderful, outstanding 
Church of England Primary school.

To find out more talk to Revd. 
Daniel Trott or contact Pat Ashworth, 
Chair of Governors on 07964 990684.
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Thank You From Vulindlela Guardians

Since 2006, our parish has been 
supporting Vulindlela Guardians 
in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, raising 
thousands of pounds to send 
children to school and to provide 
basic meals, three times a week.

I recently visited Bulawayo, meeting 
with the Vulindlela committee and 
with Patricia Tshabalala the social 
worker at the Centre.   The children, 
we finance, are now all in senior 
school and university and we chatted 
to some of them.  A young climate 
activist gave a passionate speech 
about not cutting down trees, and 
Primhazel, one the older students, 
gave a speech of thanks.

See our website for more 
information on the children: 
vulindlelaguardians.com

University Students: We currently 
support three university students: 
Primhazel (UZ, Politics), Panashe 
(Midlands SU, BioChemistry) and 
Prince (NU Science and Technology, 
Engineering).  This year, we will 
have a fourth: Francis who has great 
results at A levels and plans to study 
engineering.  

Four very impressive youngsters 
who feel passionate about the future 
of their country and want to make a 
difference. 

Future Plans: We plan to wind up 
Vulindlela Guardians, within 5 years, 
having seen the current children 
through school and university.  
Patricia is nearing retirement and 
there is no obvious successor to run 
the centre; in addition, support on 
the ground in Bulawayo is becoming 
more difficult to manage from here.   
As a result, we are no longer actively 
fundraising, though we still have 
regular donors in the Parish, and the 
church gives crucial administrative 
support.   Therefore, we will continue 
to provide a lifeline for the children 
and their families.

Tonga Project: This is a small 
separate project, I am currently 
setting up, to pay fees for children 
from the Tonga people in the Binga 
district of Matabeleland (striped 
area).   This ethnic group is somewhat 
marginalised, and the youngsters have 
great potential.  Most speak three 
languages:  Shona, Ndebele and Tonga 

and are natural conservationists.  
Our focus has been on Bulawayo 

children, but in the rural areas one 
often sees boys and girls carrying 
water and herding cattle.  They 
should be at school, but their parents 
cannot afford the fees.  I met with 
the very impressive Kettiwe Ndhlovu 
from Victoria Falls, who has offered 
to identify 6 Tonga children with 
potential.   We plan to use some 
of the funds accumulated, in the 
Vulindlela account, and to send the 
money directly to pay the fees once 
we have details of each child, along 
with school invoices.  This will allow 
us to continue supporting education 
in Zimbabwe in a small way.  

I would like to say a huge ‘THANK 
YOU’ to everyone who has donated, 
so generously, to Vulindlela and 
helped at fundraising events, and to 
the clergy and members of the Parish 
Action committee who have provided 
incredible support, over the last 16 
years, and continue to do so. 

Chantry Westwell

Primhazel Mathema Prince Mathema, Panashe Karikoga, and Francis Mushurivindi

6



Putney
Pantry

St Mary’s Church

St Mary’s Church 
Putney High Street 
London SW15 1SN

020 8789 1137

Enjoy Friday 
Fish & Chips,

Saturday Brunch 
and Sunday Roast 

at our place. 
Or yours.

Enjoy our delicious 
Friday, Saturday and 

Sunday dishes here or 
as ‘Take me Home’ meals.

They can also be 
delivered by Just Eat.

SERVING PUTNEY & THE 
SURROUNDING AREA WITH

SPECIALIST ENGINEERS OF CENTRAL 
HEATING AND HOT WATER SYSTEMS
VAILLANT ACCREDITED  
INSTALLERS

PLUMBING
ELECTRICS
HEATING
DRAINAGE
BATHROOMS
LANDLORD 
CERTIFICATES

www.h2propertyservices.co.uk
info@h2propertyservices.co.uk

GET IN TOUCH

020 7751 3344

PROPERTY SERVICES 
020 7751 3344

PART
Electrical safety

P
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207 Arabella Drive, Roehampton, London, SW15 5LHwww.countrycourtcare.com 020 8878 3806

At Lyle House, our care is the kind we’d 
want all of our loved ones to receive. 
In these difficult times the elderly 
population is particularly vulnerable 
at home. If you’re concerned about how 
your relative will cope and would like 
them to have more support, Lyle House 
provides family-led care delivered by 
highly trained staff in a luxurious and 
homely environment.

Lyle House Care Home 
Luxury residential and dementia care



For expert property advice from everyone’s favourite 
local agent, contact the company with 30 years’ proven 

success across every sort of market.

THE BEST MOVE
YOU CAN MAKE

020 8788 8822 • info@allanfuller.co.uk • www.allanfuller.co.uk


