
The reality of Christmas December 2022

I think it’s pretty safe to say that in 
the last 2 years many of us have not 
been able to celebrate Christmas 
in the ways we would usually do 
so. Covid has meant that many 
have had to make sacrifices, face 
disappointment and we have had to 
find different ways of doing things. 
And yet again we find ourselves facing 
another ‘different’ Christmas. Some of 
us will still be impacted by the effects 
of Covid, but other factors affect the 
celebrating of Christmas this year – 
rising energy bills, inflation impacting 
our food bills and the squeeze on 
surplus money for gifts and treats are 
the realities for many. All of us are 
affected in some way. All of us know 
of people who are struggling with 
changed circumstances. For different 
reasons, and for many, this Christmas 
will be hard.

This may feel like a fairly depressing 
way to start a Christmas edition 
of the Parish Magazine. But I start 
here deliberately because this is the 
reality that all of us are faced with in a 
variety of ways.

When we think of the Christmas 
story we are also faced with some 
fairly stark realities. We are reminded 
of the stable where Mary and Jesus 
sought shelter and a place for Jesus 
to be born; we notice the lack of a 
comfortable place for Mary to give 
birth. It was difficult. It was not where 
they wanted to be. It wasn’t how they 
wanted it to be. That is the reality of 
the Christmas Story.

And that’s the same for us – we 
find ourselves in different places from 
where we’d like or hope to be. We 
suffer bereavements, illness, financial 
hardship and family problems, and 
more. BUT the most important 
message of the Christmas Story is 
that Jesus’ birth shows us that God 
is with us. In the difficulties and 
challenges, in the unplanned and 
unwanted situations – God is with us. 
God is with us in the realities of our 
lives.

So, in the reality of our lives this 
Christmas time, let us ask ourselves: 
Where do we see God? 

For some God will be found in the 
handwritten Christmas card from 
an old friend, for others it will be in 
the singing of well-known carols at a 
Carol Service, for others in the joy of 
being with loved ones and for some 
in the companionship of community 
events. 

Whatever the realities of our lives, 
may we look for, and find God, in all 
that we do, and may God bless you 
this Christmastime.

Rev'd Helena Whittaker
Associate Priest
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Sunday Services Other Services

Upcoming Events

Services & Contacts

The Church Mouse is here 
to make sure you never 
miss an important service, 
concert or picnic again! 

Simply sign up to our parish 
email list and the Church 
Mouse will drop you a line 
telling you all the things we 
have going on that week.

Sign up at either  
stmarys.parishofputney.com or  
allsaints.parishofputney.com

We also now have Twitter  
@stmarysputney &  
@allsaintsputney, or on 
Instagram @putneypilgrim

Come and follow!

The Church MouseClergy Office
Rev'd John Whittaker
Team Rector 
St Mary's Church 
john.whittaker@parishofputney.co.uk 
07906 759 326

Rev'd Dr Daniel Trott
Team Vicar 
All Saints' Church 
daniel.trott@parishofputney.co.uk 
020 8785 3951

Rev'd Jane Andrews
Pioneer Curate 
jane.andrews@parishofputney.co.uk 
07591 203 468

Rev'd Helena Whittaker
Associate Priest 
helena.whittaker@parishofputney.co.uk

Admin – St Mary's
Julie Craig 
julie.craig@parishofputney.co.uk 
0203 903 4732

Admin – All Saints'
Hannah Deasy 
hannah.deasy@parishofputney.co.uk 
020 8785 3951

Verger & Premises Manager, 
Bookings and Events Manager
Berni Griffiths 
bookings@parishofputney.co.uk 
07841 908 290

Weddings & Baptisms
Antonia Wainman 
weddings.baptisms@ 
parishofputney.co.uk 
020 3903 4734 (Tues & Thurs only)

Magazine Editor Miriam Boursiquot 
boursiqmiri@hotmail.com

St Mary's  10am Parish Eucharist
 6pm Caritas
All Saints'  8.30am Eucharist (Order Two)
 10.30am Parish Eucharist

St Mary's  Tue – Fri, 9.15am Morning Prayer
 Wednesday, 12.30pm Eucharist
All Saints'  Mon– Fri, 9.15am Morning Prayer
 Wednesday, 4.30pm Evening Prayer
 Thursday, 10am Toddlers Eucharist 

All Saints’ at Christmas 
December
Saturday 10th
7.30pm Community Christmas Concert featuring 
the 1885 Singers, All Saints’ Church Choir, and the 
Treblemakers
Sunday 11th
10.30am  Parish Eucharist ‘All Together’ Toy Service
Friday 16th
7pm London Mozart Players Christmas Concert
Sunday 18th
7pm Christmas Carol Service
Christmas Eve
4pm  Crib Service with Christingles
11.30pm  Midnight Mass
Christmas Day
10.30am Parish Eucharist for Christmas Day

St Mary's at Christmas 
December
Sunday 4th
10am All Age Christingle Service 
6pm Advent Carol Service
Tuesday 13th
2–4pm  Parish Christmas Afternoon Tea
Sunday 18th
7pm Christmas Carol Service
 please note the later than usual time
Christmas Eve
4pm  Crib Service
11.30pm  Midnight Mass
Christmas Day
10am All Age Service 
(no Caritas on Christmas Day)

Bridge & Common2



1

The reality of Christmas 
Rev'd Helena Whittaker

3

Leading a school as a Christian 
Dr Hilary Macaulay

The bells of St Mary's

4

Interview with Clemancy 
Gordon-Martin 
by Madeleine Neave

Busy Bee by the Bridge  
Nursery School

5

The Scrubbery 
Rosie Taylor-Davies

Rose Percival: Obituary

6 

Vice Admiral Sir Robert 
Walmsley: Obituary

John Andrew: Obituary

Peter Tuppen: Obituary

ContentsLeading a school as a Christian

Born into a Christian family, my 
father is a retired United Reformed 
Church Minister, Christianity and 
going to church was central to my 
life from birth. At 16 I started to 
explore the CofE which was a contrast 
to how I had experienced worship in 
the URC. 

University happened then the 
Royal Military Academy Sandhurst 
and throughout my Christian faith 
remained central. I have a personal 
mantra of ‘Service not Self ’ and the 
words of John 10.10 that ‘I have 
come that you may experience in life 
in all its fullness,’ as well as being 
the motivation for the service that I 
could bring as a teacher, can act as the 
catalyst for wholistic development of 
young people. I realised that service as 
a Christian didn’t have to be through 
working in a church or traditional 
missional context. During my 18 
years as a secondary headteacher 16 
of those have been of 3 non-faith 
schools, a deliberate choice where my 
reach as a Christian in a non-faith 
context could have a greater impact. 

A dawning in 2020 led to a year out 
to volunteer full-time at the 30-year 
point in my teaching career which 
provided an opportunity to consider 
the future and I was called to serve as 
headteacher of a large CofE secondary 
school in the Diocese of London.

The reality is that the young people 
in my school face the same challenges 
as all young people have done in my 
previous schools, with the addition 
of the expectations placed upon them 
by their families and churches which 
is not always positive, inclusive or 
affirming. I have found my role on 
occasion to be one of navigating 
opposing views from different sectors 
of the Church of England and where 
I have had to very clearly bring God 
back to the centre of conversation. 

The Bells of St Mary’s
On the occasion of the death of 
Queen Elizabeth the bells of St Mary’s 
tolled for an hour on the day of the 
announcement. That evening we rang 
fully muffled, including changes called 
Queen’s, then King’s, then 70 changes 
of Grandsire Triples. The following 
day, for the proclamation of Charles 
as King, we rang with the bells “open” 
and repeatedly fired the bells, opening 
up into Queens and Kings, which is 
only ever done on this occasion. On 
Monday 19th September the tenor 
was tolled, muffled, 96 times on the 
morning of her late majesty’s funeral. 

Note: bells ‘ring’ for celebration and 
‘toll’ for remembrance.

As the child of a dissenter and a free 
thinker myself I have a strong moral 
purpose to provide both my students 
and staff the space and safety to 
explore, question and learn so that 
they in turn can experience life in all 
its fullness.  

As a member of the Iona 
Community one of the things I have 
brought to my current school is time 
every day for everyone to experience 
collective silence and contemplative 
meditation, rooted in Ecumenical 
spirituality. This has allowed our 
Christian learning community 
permission to take time to focus on 
what is really important amidst all 
the noise and pressures of life and the 
school day. 

Within the Anglican church 
and many other denominations 
teenagers are simply not seen in 
church. I have the opportunity to help 
shape approaches to the Christian 
faith of my students and staff, 
which has a potential reach across 
many denominations and future 
generations of Christians. This is my 
calling to service and mission as a 
Christian leader in education.

Dr Hilary Macaulay
Executive Headteacher of Bishop 
Ramsey CE School and CEO of the 
Veritas Educational Trust
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Busy Bee by the Bridge Nursery School

Interview with Clemancy Gordon-Martin

Tucked away in the Pepys Room 
at the back of St Mary’s Church, 
Putney, Busy Bee by the Bridge 
Nursery School has been welcoming 
local families since 2005. The 
nursery is part of a small group of 
independent, family run nurseries in 
Putney and Roehampton dedicated to 
offering a nurturing home from home 
environment where children learn in 
a fun and stimulating atmosphere. 

Busy Bee by the Bridge is a warm, 
caring and happy place where 
children thrive in our bright and airy 
room and have the added bonus of 
our beautiful garden overlooking the 
river and Putney Bridge. 

Learning through play is an  

Three hips! for out-going Parish 
Warden for All Saints, Clemancy 
Gordon-Martin.

Clemancy moved to Putney in 1976 
and has dedicated herself to both the 
church and wider community. Ten 
years ago, she was elected as Warden 
for All Saints. She felt overjoyed and 
privileged to be such an intrinsic 
member of the parish. ‘I do it with 
LOVE’. 

 
What does a Warden do? 
‘A Warden is legally responsible 
for the fabric of the church’. There 
are the committees, the DCC and 
the PCC, sonorous procedures 
like ‘Quinquennial Reports’, and 
‘Faculties’ (planning permission) 
which are required to move or replace 
anything – Absolutely Anything - 
that’s attached.

Projects included restoring 
damaged stained glass, the 10-yearly 

essential part of children’s 
development and this is at the heart 
of what we do. Our experienced staff 
team take the learning to the children, 
whether this is counting how many 
Thomas trains there are on the track, 
talking about healthy eating around 
the picnic table, sorting wooden 
blocks into size and shape or looking 
for crocodiles in the river. Our child-
centred focus, combined with our 
hands-on, gentle and supportive 
approach, ensures the children 
learn essential skills for later in life, 
whether this be learning how to make 
friends and play together, how to put 
on their coat and shoes or how to 
ask an adult for help. Our children 

safety check of the lightning 
conductor, replacing loose masonry, 
and moving the aumbry. I learn 
it’s the locked safe for ‘reserved 
sacrament’ (the blessed bread and 
oil), used for home communion, and 
oils used for baptism and anointing 
the sick. Aumbry… love it.

‘I am a contact point for the 
Diocese and a conduit between the 
congregation and the incumbent’. 
Clemancy has brought a pastoral 
focus to her organisational zeal, 
to the point that, she admitted, ‘it 
has tested my husband on many an 
occasion’.

The worst moment?
‘We removed a large Victorian and - 
I thought - unused locked safe from 
the original vestry. Around 6pm 
the following Saturday, I received a 
frantic call from the person setting 
up for the Catholic Mass.  “Clemancy, 

leave Busy Bee by the Bridge happy, 
confident and independent, ready for 
the next step in their education.

To enrich our everyday curriculum 
the children have the opportunity 
to join in many additional activities 
such as art, singing, music, drama, 
yoga and karate. Our secure, private 
garden allows us to spend much of the 
day outside, playing and exploring 
the natural world.

Places are now available for 2-4 
year olds. Please come and see us 
at our Open Afternoon on Friday 
18th November from 2-4pm to get a 
feel for what we do or call for more 
information on 020 8780 3399.

where is the safe?” “Why do you ask 
Gerry?” “Because we keep all our 
silver vessels for the mass in it.” P-A-
N-I-C!! I jumped on the first train 
to Greys, in Essex, and to my HUGE 
relief, found it sitting on a pallet due 
to be crushed that day! AND it was 
the Saturday before November 5th…’

Choicest verse: 
‘Do not judge, and you will not be 
judged; do not condemn, and you will 
not be condemned. Forgive, and you 
will be forgiven; give, and it will be 
given to you. A good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together, running over, 
will be put into your lap; for the 
measure you give will be the measure 
you get back.’ Luke 6 v37-38

Clemancy Gordon-Martin
interviewed by Madeleine Neave
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The Scrubbery

Rosie Taylor-Davies

The Scrubbery is a small charity, 
under the umbrella of the Parish of 
Putney. It was set up in January 2020 
in response to the pandemic. Our aim 
is helping people to help healthcare 
workers, by sewing scrubs and 
related accessories, for local, national 
and international organisations, 
according to need and our capacity. 

We are now generously hosted by 
the Oasis Academy in Putney, with 
a strong emphasis on community 
involvement. We always welcome 
new volunteers, and you do not need 
to be able to sew; for example, we are 
looking for a social media wizard.

Can you help?
The team has produced and delivered 
over 50,000 items to NHS trusts 
in London and further afield, from 
scrubs, hats and masks, children’s 
pyjamas, procedural gowns for 
adults and children as well as trauma 
teddies. Other recipients include the 
Royal Hospital for Neuro Disability, 
local GP practices and care homes. 
2,870 drawstring bags from up-cycled 
fabric have gone to Wandsworth Food 
Bank. 2,500 Wellbeing bags (£30 
each in value) have been distributed 
as a ‘thank you’ to overworked and 
stressed NHS teams. More than 100 

quilts have been made from fabric 
offcuts at the Linus Project, supplying 
quilts to children in hospital. 

Our volunteers are keen to 
support the people of Ukraine. In a 
response to a plea for scrubs, to date 
we have despatched over £25,000 
worth of scrubs plus hats, children’s 
pyjamas, hospital gowns and trauma 
teddies to central and field hospitals. 
Additionally, we are making 
camouflage netting from up-cycled 
fabric and old tennis nets — see our 
website for a video of them in use. 

 Thank you to everyone who is 
already part of our group, but we 
can always do with more volunteers. 
For information, please visit our 
website (www.thescrubbery.org) 
or contact Rosie Taylor-Davies at  
scrubbery.stitch@gmail.com. You can 
donate using the Donate link on our 
website, where you can also request 
scrubs and wellbeing bags for those 
who need them.

Rose Percival: Obituary

Rose was born in May 1927 in East 
Acton to Mark and Lucy McGill. She 
was the youngest of four. Rose and 
her mother moved to Lacy Road next 
to the Percival family. Charlie Percival 
and Rose married at St Mary’s in 
1948. 

They lived in Bendemeer Road. Rose 
worked in the accounts department 
of various local firms, as well as a 

being a wife and mother to her two 
sons, Jim and Dave. Rose was a 
talented seamstress, a knowledgeable 
gardener, a writer of poetry and an 
embroiderer.

Later in life, Rose moved to Mount 
Court. She was very happy there, 
making new friends and welcoming 
long-standing ones to her small but 
comfy flat overlooking the garden. 

Rose spent the last two years of 
her life in Meadbank Care home 
in Battersea. Although frail her 
cheerfulness and positive outlook 
never faltered. For as long as she was 
able, Rose could be seen on Sundays 
near the front at All Saints’ Church. 

Rose Percival (1927 – 2022)

A collection of festive facemasks created by The Scrubbery
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Vice-Admiral Sir Robert Walmsley: Obituary

John Andrew: Obituary

Peter Tuppen: Obituary

Robert Walmsley was an unflappable 
nuclear submarine engineer who 
proved himself to be a highly effective 
Chief of Defence Procurement.

Robert was born in Aberdeen in 
1941. He was educated at Fettes 
College in Edinburgh. He joined 
Britannia Royal Naval College in 1958 
and then read mechanical sciences 
at Queens’ College, Cambridge. 
There he coxed the Cambridge crew 
to victory in the 108th Oxford & 
Cambridge Boat Race in 1962. He 
served on the aircraft carrier Ark 

John became treasurer at All Saints’ 
in 2013. He managed the church’s 
finances very effectively and we 
greatly appreciate his contribution to 
Parish life. 

John was born in Brussels, where 
his father was a UK diplomat working 
in NATO. The family moved back to 
Wimbledon where John attended 
King’s College School. He started 
his career at Arthur Andersen as a 
chartered accountant. 

John got an MBA at Warwick 

Peter was born in 1939 near the 
Elephant & Castle in London. He 
moved to Putney in the late 50s and 
married Anne in 1961. They lived in 
Disraeli Road with their children, 
Sarah and Matthew. 

Peter and Anne quickly became 
involved with St Mary’s Church. 
They read the intercessions and 

Royal before joining the submarine 
branch. Alongside golf, mountain-
walking and fishing, Robert was an 
enthusiastic devotee of football in 
general and West Ham United in 
particular. 

Robert lived on Rotherwood Road 
in Putney and regularly attended St 
Mary’s Church. He read on Sundays 
and took part in the Remembrance 
Day Service.

Vice-Admiral Sir Robert Walmsley KCB 
(February 1, 1941 - August 4, 2022)

University where he met Natalia. He 
moved to Deloitte and then the Naval 
& Military Club. After that John 
turned to consultancy work. 

John was a keen flautist and 
enjoyed cycling and skiing. He was 
always happy organising social events 
and family activities. 

The Parish mourns the loss of John 
and our deepest sympathy goes to 
Natalia, Anna, Michael and Edward. 

John Andrew (1968 – 2022)

were involved with the Sunday 
School, jumble sales, the Restoration 
Committee, the ‘Every Little Helps’ 
stall and Christian Aid. Peter and 
Anne were for many years stalwart 
members of the Parochial Church 
Council (PCC). 

After the service on Sundays, Peter 
and Anne, who died in November 

2021, would often walk over Putney 
Bridge to Craven Cottage. They were 
keen supporters of Fulham Football 
Club. Peter put a lot into St Mary’s 
Church and the Parish of Putney. We 
will remember him with fondness and 
gratitude.

Peter Tuppen (1939 – 2022)
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Putney
Pantry

St Mary’s Church

St Mary’s Church 
Putney High Street 
London SW15 1SN

020 8789 1137

Enjoy Friday 
Fish & Chips,

Saturday Brunch 
and Sunday Roast 

at our place. 
Or yours.

Enjoy our delicious 
Friday, Saturday and 

Sunday dishes here or 
as ‘Take me Home’ meals.

They can also be 
delivered by Just Eat.

SERVING PUTNEY & THE 
SURROUNDING AREA WITH

SPECIALIST ENGINEERS OF CENTRAL 
HEATING AND HOT WATER SYSTEMS
VAILLANT ACCREDITED  
INSTALLERS

PLUMBING
ELECTRICS
HEATING
DRAINAGE
BATHROOMS
LANDLORD 
CERTIFICATES

www.h2propertyservices.co.uk
info@h2propertyservices.co.uk

GET IN TOUCH

020 7751 3344

PROPERTY SERVICES 
020 7751 3344

PART
Electrical safety

P
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207 Arabella Drive, Roehampton, London, SW15 5LHwww.countrycourtcare.com 020 8878 3806

At Lyle House, our care is the kind we’d 
want all of our loved ones to receive. 
In these difficult times the elderly 
population is particularly vulnerable 
at home. If you’re concerned about how 
your relative will cope and would like 
them to have more support, Lyle House 
provides family-led care delivered by 
highly trained staff in a luxurious and 
homely environment.

Lyle House Care Home 
Luxury residential and dementia care
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