
Good morning. My name is Eve, I am a member of this church congregation and 
am currently in the process of considering whether to become a Lay Reader. 
 
This morning I’m going to talk to you about three things – one, to look in more 
detail at today’s readings; two, about Jesus being the light, and three, about 
January being Southwark’s season of Lay Ministry, to talk briefly about what that 
means, and where I am within that call to ministry. 
 
So, firstly, a closer look at our readings today. 
 
Today we are celebrating the presentation of Jesus in the temple as a child, which 
is also known as Candlemas. 
 
Our first reading was from the book of Malachi. The name Malachi means ‘my 
messenger’ and it is thought that the author of Malachi was writing around 460-
430 BC, which is recorded as being a difficult time for many people; poverty, 
disillusion, ground down by foreign powers, feeling that God had forgotten them. 
It does sound a bit familiar, doesn’t it?  
 
Anyway, the book of Malachi is a reminder of God’s message to a people who are 
feeling let down and miserable. A reassuring reminder of God’s continuing love. 
Malachi told its readers that God would send his messenger, and that messenger, 
of course, was who Simeon was waiting for. 
 
The reading from Luke’s Gospel told us that Simeon took the young child Jesus in 
his arms and called him ‘a light for revelation to the Gentiles’; saying ‘God is the 
Lord who has shown us light’. 
 
We also heard about Anna, who was not a priest, but a lay person - a prophet, 
who was hoping, waiting, living in the temple, and then finally rewarded with the 
joy of Jesus’ coming. It is also worth noting that the great age of Simeon and Anna 
is being used in Luke’s Gospel to indicate to us their sage wisdom and ability to 
speak God’s truth. So, these two older people who had read the prophecies in the 
scriptures, were patiently waiting for God’s messenger to arrive. This reading 
shows us that Jesus was the one that people were waiting for; he brought hope, 
and light. 
 
And that is exactly the second thing I wanted to talk to you about; Jesus being the 
light, and what that means for us. We heard at the introduction to today’s 
service; ‘Lord God, the springing source of everlasting light’ and we know that 
light is a constant theme throughout the Bible, from the very beginning when we 
read about ‘Light from Light’, and ‘I am the light of the world…never walk in 
darkness but have the light of life’. 
It should be reassuring to us that if we follow Jesus, we will never walk in 
darkness. But we all have our own times of personal darkness, of course we do, or 
we feel that we have been abandoned in the dark. And it would be wrong to think 



that our lives will always be well lit. But, I think, if we can remember that God will 
never let us truly walk in darkness, but we can have the light of life, then that can 
be our own revelation and reassurance, like Simeon and Anna had in the temple.  
 
Most of us can think of when the importance of light is a theme in popular 
culture; fighting against the Dark Side of the Empire in Star Wars, or the delicate 
balance between good and dark magic in the world created in the Harry Potter 
books. As key character Albus Dumbledore said in the books, ‘Happiness can be 
found, even in the darkest of times, if one only remembers to turn on the light’. 
 
And finally, I wanted to mention the diocese of Southwark and their month of 
celebration of Lay ministry. We all have a special part to play in the life of our 
church, our Parish, our diocese and in our daily lives and the local, national and 
global communities we are all a part of. I have been lucky enough to feel that 
maybe I am being called to have a role within our church, and to have had the 
opportunities to talk to vocations people at Southwark about what that call might 
look like; which for me, is currently looking like a role in Lay ministry.  
 
I’m very much still learning, but I hope that over time I might be able to 
contribute a little more in terms of maybe becoming a Reader. The main 
characteristics which are needed are being enthusiastic about faith, making 
connections between faith and everyday life, wanting to help others grow as 
disciples, and wanting to encourage the church in mission. So I guess what I’m 
saying is – watch this space! 
 
All Christians are called to work together to carry out God’s mission. Simeon and 
Anna waited patiently because they believed they would see God’s messenger.  
Our Collect today said ‘Let us pray that we may know and share the light of 
Christ’; I think that means that we can all be lights as well. Each of us as a light, 
spreading the light of Jesus. 
 
830 – we are now going to take a light from our main candle and share it across 
each of our candles 
1030 – our stewards are going to help us relight our candles from our wonderful 
procession and we can share the light along each row 
 
As you can see, we can all shine our lights, today on Candlemas and beyond; 
shining them on the scriptures, shining them on inequalities, and shining them for 
those who feel they do not have any light, and are walking in the darkness. 
Helping to spread the light of Jesus. 
 
Thank you so much for your help in that – look how many of us there are today, 
all of us, shining brightly - aren’t we ALL great lights this Candlemas and beyond. 


