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Wilderness, fasting, temptation, 
Lent. 

Lent, at its best, is a counter 
cultural time much richer and more 
important than a health-giving 
detox or relatively modest dietary 
adjustment.  In Lent we are invited 
to, deliberately, let go of some of 
the immediate and pressing forces 
driving our lives and to visit our 
core values, our roots, including our 
spiritual roots. 

I am not a fan of labels, they 
generally narrow down rather than 
open up, fragment rather than 
connect; in some cases, labels are 
a helpful short cut to flag up and 
to communicate information in a 
quick way.  When I applied for the 
Parish of Putney job five years ago, 
despite my reservations, I strongly 
identified with the label in the advert, 
which described our parish as ‘liberal 
catholic’.

This Lent, I am deliberately 
spending time inhabiting those 
labels that point to the roots of who 
I am and how I work out the joy and 
challenge of following Christ.

The liberal tradition sees faith not 
as a destination but as a journey, not 
as a formula but as a relationship, not 
as an absolute but as an unfolding 
adventure.  The liberal tradition does 
not approach the Bible as some sort 
of manual of rules and regulations, 
but rather a mix of story, poetry, 
dialogue and history which capture 
the incredible, life-giving journey of 
faith: firstly of the people of Israel, 
then of those who encountered Jesus, 
became followers and started the 
church.  As we prayerfully read the 
stories of faith and make the stories 
of scripture our story, we find the 
passages have the power to open our 
eyes, to break down barriers and to 
bring us purpose and peace.

In today’s Church of England, the 
liberal tradition has led the way in 
questioning heterosexual normative 
assumptions made of scripture, 
excluding assumptions causing 
immense missional and pastoral 
damage to the whole church and 
particularly members of the LGBTQ 
community. 

Recent changes in the national 
church are opening permission for 
same sex partnerships and marriages 
to be blessed in a church service.  This 
is to be rejoiced, and at the same 
time yearning for the time when the 
Church of England offers the gift of 
marriage to all couples seeking that 
gift, whether straight or gay.

My Lent journey has taken me to 
my roots, liberal and catholic.  Space 
precludes description of inhabiting 
catholic sacramental faith.  My 
journey has taken me to places of 
triumph, as well as regret, hope as 
well as concern.  By using the gift of 
Lent to intentionally take the time 
to go to the wilderness, acknowledge 
roots and reflect on what challenges 
and opportunities they bring, helps 
me to discover that Lent can be life 
giving; Lent can be Easter in disguise. 

Have a blessed Lent and glorious 
Easter.

God Bless, John

Rev'd John Whittaker
Team Rector
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Sunday Services Other Services

Upcoming Events

Services & Contacts

The Church Mouse is here 
to make sure you never 
miss an important service, 
concert or picnic again! 

Simply sign up to our parish 
email list and the Church 
Mouse will drop you a line 
telling you all the things we 
have going on that week.

Sign up at either  
stmarys.parishofputney.com or  
allsaints.parishofputney.com

We also now have Twitter  
@stmarysputney &  
@allsaintsputney, or on 
Instagram @putneypilgrim

Come and follow!

The Church MouseClergy Office
Rev'd John Whittaker
Team Rector 
St Mary's Church 
john.whittaker@parishofputney.co.uk 
07906 759 326

Rev'd Dr Daniel Trott
Team Vicar 
All Saints' Church 
daniel.trott@parishofputney.co.uk 
020 8785 3951

Rev'd Jane Andrews
Pioneer Curate 
jane.andrews@parishofputney.co.uk 
07591 203 468

Rev'd Helena Whittaker
Associate Priest 
helena.whittaker@parishofputney.co.uk

Admin – St Mary's
Julie Craig 
julie.craig@parishofputney.co.uk 
0203 903 4732

Admin – All Saints'
Hannah Deasy 
hannah.deasy@parishofputney.co.uk 
020 8785 3951

Verger & Premises Manager, 
Bookings and Events Manager
Berni Griffiths 
bookings@parishofputney.co.uk 
07841 908 290

Weddings & Baptisms
Antonia Wainman 
weddings.baptisms@ 
parishofputney.co.uk 
020 3903 4734 (Tues & Thurs only)

Magazine Editor Miriam Boursiquot 
boursiqmiri@hotmail.com

St Mary's  10am Parish Eucharist
 6pm Caritas
All Saints'  8.30am Eucharist (Order Two)
 10.30am Parish Eucharist

St Mary's  Tue – Fri, 9.15am Morning Prayer
 Wednesday, 12.30pm Eucharist
All Saints'  Mon– Fri, 9.15am Morning Prayer
 Wednesday, 4.30pm Evening Prayer
 Thursday, 10am Toddlers Eucharist 

All Saints’ at Easter 
April
Sunday 2nd – Palm Sunday
10am  Procession from St Mary's
10.30am Joint Parish Eucharist
Monday 3rd, Tuesday 4th, Wednesday 5th
7pm Said Eucharist
Thursday 6th – Maundy Thursday
8pm Sung Eucharist of the Lord’s Supper  
 and Watch til midnight
Friday 7th – Good Friday
4pm  Solemn Liturgy with Prayers at the Cross
Saturday 8th – Holy Saturday
8.30pm Easter Vigil
Sunday 9th – Easter Sunday
10.30am Parish Eucharist ‘All Together’

St Mary's at Easter 
April
Sunday 2nd – Palm Sunday
10am  Procession from St Mary's to All Saints'
10.30am Joint Parish Eucharist at All Saints'
Monday 3rd, Wednesday 5th
7pm Said Eucharist
Thursday 6th – Maundy Thursday
6pm Maundy Thursday service
Friday 7th – Good Friday
12pm  Good Friday service
Saturday 8th – Holy Saturday
Morning Easter Garden making
Sunday 9th – Easter Sunday
6am Dawn service
10am All Age service
6pm Caritas
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ContentsEaster Study Space in  
St Mary’s Church

If you walk into Putney library 
or any of the local coffee shops, 
between April - June, you will find 
the tables full of anxious teenagers, 
busily annotating, highlighting, 
summarising, as they prepare for 
their exams.  There is a lack of good 
places for young people to study.

Our church is launching an exciting 
new initiative to provide study space, 
in Saint Mary’s church, during 
the Easter holidays for teenagers 
preparing for their GCSEs, A-levels 
and other final assessments.  The 
aim is to provide a quiet, structured 
place to revise, with Wi-Fi, access to 
professional tutors, refreshments, 
and guidance on how to study and 
stay mentally healthy.

Our curate, Rev’d Jane, has 
brought together a team of volunteers 
to liaise with local schools, to raise 
funding and get the news out to as 
many young people studying for their 
GCSEs / A-levels.  The study space 
will be available from Monday 10th 
April to Friday 14th April from 1.00-

5.00pm.   All young people, in Years 
11 to 13, are invited. There will be no 
cost to students.

If you would like to get involved, 
Jane and her team would welcome 
your support, whether it be in 
volunteering to help during the 
study week, sourcing or providing 
refreshments and study materials, 
helping with distributing, displaying 
publicity posters or in contributing 
towards the funding.  If you would 
like to support the project financially, 
you can do so directly via the QR Code 
below.  If you know of a young person 
who would benefit from the initiative, 
please get in touch with Rev’d Jane at 
jane.andrews@parishofputney.co.uk.

Donate 
via this 
QR code!

We have a new Bishop!

Our parish is part of the Kingston 
area of the Diocese of Southwark.  
Last October Dr Richard Cheetham 
retired as Bishop of Kingston, 
and Downing Street has recently 
announced the appointment of the 
Revd Canon Dr Martin Gainsborough 
to replace him.

Bishop Martin grew up in South-
East London and studied at the School 
of Oriental and African Studies, part 
of the University of London.  He 
moves from being ‘Chaplain’ to being 
‘the Bishop of Bristol’; and his role, at 

the cathedral, involves responsibility 
for social justice and coordinating 
mission work between the cathedral 
and the diocese.  In the Bishop’s team 
he leads on estates evangelism, the 
environment and racial justice. 

Our new bishop has a passion 
for mission and sees his role as 
helping local churches to flourish.  
He has led a struggling inner-city 
parish into growth and established 
pioneering social action projects, as 
well as building partnerships between 
wealthier and lower-income parishes. 
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Why Repair Cafés are needed

A tale of two architects

Tonnes of materials in Putney get 
thrown away un-necessarily.  I 
regularly see skips full of serviceable 
items that can easily be given a second 
life: wood, paint, buckets, furniture 
etc. Likewise in rubbish bins, I see 
a lot of discarded household items: 
clothes driers, suitcases, gadgets; all 
of which could be repaired or reused 
with some attention.

Landfill sites are brimming with 
waste, much of which is damaging 
the environment. Much of the 
council’s “recycling” actually means 
incineration or transfer overseas. 

Being a Parish Architect is a 
demanding task, especially in a 
dynamic two-church parish like 
Putney.  Alan Pates has been the 
Parish Architect for the Parish of 
Putney for over twenty years.  Alan 
is now stepping down and will be 
replaced by Aya Kihara Paul.  We’d 
like to say a big thank you to Alan and 
offer a warm welcome to Aya. 

Alan Pates started as an architect 
in Oxford working for several 
colleges.  Alan and Ruth moved to 
Putney, in 1986, and they joined St 
Mary's Church in 1988.  Lipinski 

Too many items are designed 
for single use.  Before throwing 
something away, ask yourself this: 
can it be fixed or repurposed?  Often 
the cost of repair is higher than the 
value of the item, and so the item is 
discarded. This is where we can help:

We repair electrical appliances, 
computer equipment, clothing, 
bladed items, bric-a-brac, furniture 
and, on request, bicycles and clocks.  

The Repair Café service is almost 
free of charge. A small donation, to St 
Mary’s Church, is all we ask for.  

So why not bring the item to our 

monthly session, generally on the 
second Saturday of the month.

None of this would be possible 
without the support of our 15 regular 
volunteers; most of whom have heavy 
commitments elsewhere.

So please don’t bin it; get it fixed! 
Check future dates at https://www.
repaircafe.org/en/cafe/putney -
repair-cafe-london/

Charlie Lindsell

Paul Donnelly

Pates was set up in 1989.  All Saints’ 
Church was in trouble and in 1995 the 
Vicar of Putney, the Rev'd Jonathan 
Draper, asked Alan to manage the 
refurbishment of the church interior.  
In 2002, Alan was appointed Parish 
Architect and immediately started 
work on the Brewer Building project 
at St Mary’s.  The project opened in 
2005. It restored the church balcony 
and added facilities for community 
use, proper toilets, meeting rooms, 
nursery school and the cafe.

Aya Kihara Paul studied 
Architecture at Tokyo Metropolitan 

University.  She has been an ARB 
registered Architect, since 2006, 
and is a member of the Ecclesiastical 
Architects & Surveyors Association.  
Aya joined Richard Griffiths Architects 
in 2008. She is the inspecting architect 
for St Ann's Church, Tottenham and 
East Street Baptist Church in East 
London. 

We wish Alan and Ruth every 
happiness in the future and look 
forward to getting to know Aya and 
her work.
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Interview with Jill McGivering (aka Jill Childs)

Jill McGivering, acclaimed 
journalist and author, has had a rich 
and far-flung life, reporting from 
Hong Kong and South Asia, while at 
the BBC.  

Now based in Putney, writing as Jill 
Childs, she is about to publish her 
eleventh novel.

What do you like about Putney?
When I was a foreign correspondent, 
I lived mostly alone.  Now I have a 
family, I have been able to integrate 
fully into Putney life.  I love the 
feeling of community, the street 
parties, the supportive WhatsApp 
groups.  There’s so much to do, with 
the parks and river.

As a journalist, did you choose your 
stories?
There was some leeway, and I was 
driven to cover social justice and 
women’s issues.  I got a SONY award 
for a report on Pakistan’s blasphemy 
laws. 

Were you inspired by those you 
interviewed?
I have seen people in all manner of 
extreme conditions at their most raw 
and how they react, which fills me 
with admiration.  If I was faced with 
tyranny, for example, I hope I would 
stand up in front of the tank and 
fight, but maybe I would just tell my 
children to keep safe.

It’s interesting you can bridge both 
worlds: the dispassionate and the 
emotional.

Journalism must be measured, 
thought-through and fair.  It 
shouldn’t be a personal campaign; if it 
can cause a stir, then that’s satisfying.  
Novel writing is my way of releasing 
the emotions, so my first few novels 
take place in the countries I reported 
on.  From the 4th novel, I am relating 
more to family conflicts and the 
emotions of motherhood, which are 
so intense. 

What is your current novel about?
It is set in Hong-Kong and charts the 

life of a woman from her childhood, 
in 1941, through to the present.  
She finds herself buffeted by all the 
political upheavals of the period, but 
also motherhood, sacrifice and family 
dynamics, including a mystery to 
which the heroine needs answers.  

Favourite bit of Bible?
Ecclesiastes

Jill McGivering
interviewed by Madeleine Neave

A reminder to quieter times on Putney High Street during the 2020. Photography by John Cameron
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Admission Before Communion Course

News from around the Parish of Putney

On Sunday afternoons, during the 
month of January, we welcomed 
30 children, from the parish, to 
participate in our Admission Before 
Communion (ABC) course.  This 
was an opportunity for the children 
to think about their own faith and 
reflect on how they can continue to 
grow and nurture, prior to taking 
their first communion. 

Over the four weeks, we reflected 
on topics such as baptism, prayer, 
the Eucharist and the themes and 
order of a church service.  This 
was undertaken, using a variety of 

methods, to ensure the sessions 
remained interactive and stimulating 
for the children, giving them lasting 
benefit.    Godly play, prayer stations, 
trying on vestments and re-enacting 
baptisms were just a few of the 
experiences of the course.  Children 
were encouraged to ask questions 
and discuss the content, to help 
them build a strong foundation of 
Christian understanding – something 
which led to interesting and 
insightful perspectives and allowed 
for reflection for both children and 
leaders. 

As a tradition, in the third session, 
we looked at the last supper and 
followed with children, carers and 
leaders, all sharing meal of shepherd’s 
pie and garlic bread.  This was a 
particularly unique occasion to relax, 
chat and simply be together, a rarity 
in our busy lives. 

On Sunday 5th February, the 
children were invited to the Sunday 
morning Eucharist, in their church 
within the parish, for their First 
Communion Service.  This was a 
change from previous years, where 
all the children congregated together 
for a separate afternoon service.  This 
change presented the opportunity 
for the wider congregation to attend, 
helping the children celebrate, 
alongside family and friends.  
Services, at both churches, were well 
attended and special for all of those 
receiving their first communion, with 
encouraging and positive feedback 
received from both children, carers, 
other attendees. 

We very much look forward to our 
next course in January ’24. 

Nikki Cornfield 

An energetic sabbatical! 
In May, our Rector John Whittaker, 
will start a well-earned three-month 
sabbatical break.  

Rather than spending much of the 
time reading or meditating, he has 
decided on a cycle pilgrimage, to each 
one of the 42 Anglican cathedrals 
in England, from Newcastle (in the 
north) all the way to Truro (in the far 
south-west).  

He expects to ride 2,200 miles over 
6 weeks.  We’ll be arranging a send-
off – and making sure he has a sound 
crash helmet! 

An exciting appointment for Hayley
The Revd Hayley Argles-Grant, a 
former churchwarden of St Mary’s, 
who worked as a curate at St 
Leonard’s Church Streatham, has 
been appointed as the Rector of 

the Falkland Islands.  She will be 
licensed at St Leonard's (Tooting Bec 
Gardens, London, SW16 1HS) on 
Monday 3rd April at 7.00 pm by the 
Rt Rev Jonathan Clark, Episcopal 
Commissary for the Falkland Islands 
and a former Bishop of Croydon.

Please get in touch with the Editor with 
any news you'd like to share in the next 
edition of Bridge & Common.
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Putney
Pantry

St Mary’s Church

St Mary’s Church 
Putney High Street 
London SW15 1SN

020 8789 1137

Enjoy Friday 
Fish & Chips,

Saturday Brunch 
and Sunday Roast 

at our place. 
Or yours.

Enjoy our delicious 
Friday, Saturday and 

Sunday dishes here or 
as ‘Take me Home’ meals.

They can also be 
delivered by Just Eat.

SERVING PUTNEY & THE 
SURROUNDING AREA WITH

SPECIALIST ENGINEERS OF CENTRAL 
HEATING AND HOT WATER SYSTEMS
VAILLANT ACCREDITED  
INSTALLERS

PLUMBING
ELECTRICS
HEATING
DRAINAGE
BATHROOMS
LANDLORD 
CERTIFICATES

www.h2propertyservices.co.uk
info@h2propertyservices.co.uk

GET IN TOUCH

020 7751 3344

PROPERTY SERVICES 
020 7751 3344

PART
Electrical safety

P
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207 Arabella Drive, Roehampton, London, SW15 5LHwww.countrycourtcare.com 020 8878 3806

At Lyle House, our care is the kind we’d 
want all of our loved ones to receive. 
In these difficult times the elderly 
population is particularly vulnerable 
at home. If you’re concerned about how 
your relative will cope and would like 
them to have more support, Lyle House 
provides family-led care delivered by 
highly trained staff in a luxurious and 
homely environment.

Lyle House Care Home 
Luxury residential and dementia care



For expert property advice from everyone’s favourite 
local agent, contact the company with 30 years’ proven 

success across every sort of market.

THE BEST MOVE
YOU CAN MAKE

020 8788 8822 • info@allanfuller.co.uk • www.allanfuller.co.uk


